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Dear Friends,
Welcome to Bayimba Internation-
al Festival of the Arts and Lunkulu 
Island. 

We have chosen this year that 
the Festival will make a won-
derful contribution to uplifting 
the human spirit - something I 
also believe the festival has done 
rather well for the past 14 years 
and something that is especially 
appropriate to BAYIMBA as we 
gradually develop our magnif-
icent Lunkulu Island. In these 
times, I think we need a little bit 
of levity, a little bit of optimism 
and support at all levels as we 
effortlessly and single handedly 
invest in the past, the present
and the future of our creativity
as a people. 

Faisal KIWEWA
Festival Director 

FOREWORD
As always, the festival prioritis-
es the artists - our three stages 
this year attribute to some of 
the greatest of our time - Elly 
Wamala, Moze Radio and Hon. 
Kato Lubwama. Presenting a 
spectacular showcase of the best 
and trending acts of our current 
generation from Uganda, Kenya, 
Tanzania, India, Malawi, Mozam-
bique, USA and many more other 
countries.  Expect some pepped-
up, high-speed, high-geared, 
harmonious, sweet-sounding per-
formances with fused percussions 
and dance; high voltage thrust 
style stage presentations with 
closer proximity; as we delightful-
ly present premier debut acts on 
Bayimba Stage. All youthful and 
commanding, with their unique 
styles, standing out with great 
passion and  connection on stage.

Our DJ programme this year will 
transcend expectations - a line 
up of almost every genre and 
style from house, hip hop, dance, 
trance, electro, dub, trap, drum 
and bass to the new Bengatronic 
music.  With good vibes floating 
around you from the Waters of 
Lake Victoria, and fresh air from 
the Lunkulu natural ecosystem, 
you will all wave your hands up 
and fall in love with the Bayimba 
Festival.
Let’s turn the Bayimba Festival 
into a long public holiday.



Developing a new and unique cutting-edge 
ecologically sensitive creative space

Bayimba Centre for Visual and 
Performing Arts
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BAYIMBA (Cultural 
Foundation) was 
established in June 
2006 (followed by formal 
registration on the 27th of 
November 2007) following a 
comprehensive exploration 
of the state of arts and 
culture in Uganda and East 
Africa.

The organization sought 
to bring about change in 
the status quo of arts and 
culture in Uganda and East 
Africa: envisioning a vibrant 
sector that is creative, 
professional and viable and 
contributes to social and 
economic development, it 
embarked on a deliberate 
effort to uplift the standards 
of arts and culture.

BAYIMBA’s operations 
started in 2008, with the 
first multi-arts festival of 
its kind in Uganda coupled 
with a number of artistic 
skills training workshops.

With various organizational 
strategic plans (2010, 2015, 

OUR STORY

2022) programme activities 
have been implemented 
ever since:
•	 To raise awareness and 

appreciation of the 
benefits of arts and culture 
to development

•	 To ensure greater access 
to (a variety) of artistic 
and cultural expressions 
and provide artists with 
platforms for exposure and 
networking

•	 To promote creativity, 
artistic and entrepreneurial 
skills among actors within 
the sector

•	 To strengthen its brand 
and organizational 
capacities

•	 To establish lasting 
creative and cultural 
infrastructures.

Over the years, BAYIMBA 
has grown its calendar of 
festivals and events with 
the signature Bayimba 
International Festival of 
the Arts, a special Kampala 
International Theatre 
Festiva, DOADOA l East 
African Performing Arts 
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Market, The Amakula 
International Film Festival 
and the most recent 
International Reggae Fest, 
in addition to the Bayimba 
Academy, with regular 
workshops and training.

It became clear that the 
organization significantly 
needed a much larger, 
multi-media arts space 
that can sufficiently 
accommodate its 
programme with more 
visitors and higher profile 
artists.

In 2017, BAYIMBA 
purchased Lunkulu – a 
leafy 92-acre semi-attached 
island located at 0° 10′ 
35.0364” N, 32° 53′ 8.8584” 
E in the midst of a lush 
environment at the shores 
of Lake Victoria in Mukono 
and Buikwe districts, well 
away but easily reached 
from the capital and other 
urban centres (50 km from 
Kampala and 60 km from 
Jinja by road, 40 mins from 
Entebbe by boat).

It is here within the 
exceptional setting of 
LUNKULU island  that 

a new and unique 
ecologically sensitive 
cultural ecosystem will 
come to life, a home 
for inspiration and 
collaboration that is part 
and parcel of rural life, 
hosting an exciting range of 
physical spaces for training, 
production, performance 
and exhibition.

Bayimba’s mission has 
always been to contribute 
to the social, economic, 
and human development 
in Uganda through the 
cultivation of a vibrant arts 
sector. The completion of 
the Bayimba Centre for 
Visual and Performing 
Arts realizes this mission 
by providing artists with a 
professional, holistic safe 
space and platform that will 
serve as an unprecedented 
hub of artistic collaboration 
and creative development 
in East Africa. Ultimately, 
the Centre is the true 
embodiment of Bayimba’s 
mission to sustainably uplift 
the arts and culture of 
Uganda and Africa at large.
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•	Shelter: Tent, Ground Cloth / 
Tarp, Extra Stakes, Shade Tarp 
/ Poles / Rope / Stakes, Mat for 
Tent Entrance.

•	Beddings: Sleeping Bag, 
Sheets / Blankets, Pillow, Air 
Mattress / Sleeping Pad / Cot / 
Tarp, Air Pump, Utility Bags for 
Storage.

•	Clothes: Shoes / Boots, Jeans 
/ Pant / Belt, Shorts, T-Shirts, 
Socks / Extra Socks. Hat, 
Bandana, Sweatshirt / Jacket, 
Underwear, Sleep Clothes, 
Rain Gear, Swimsuit / Towel, 
Laundry Bag.

•	Personal: Shower Shoes / Flip 
Flops, Towels /Washcloth, Soap 
in Plastic Case / Shampoo, 
Tooth Brush / Tooth Paste, 
Deodorant, Comb / Brush, 
Razors, Feminine Products, 

Toilet Paper, Camping Shower 
/ Shower Pump, Other 
Personal Items, Personal 
Medications - Take Extra.

•	Miscellaneous: Sunscreen 
/ Chapstick, Extra Batteries 
/ Bulbs, Camera / Battery / 
Film / Video, Camp Chairs, 
Sun Glasses, First Aid Kit, Cell 
Phone / Charger, Hand Wipes, 
Solar Lamp, Power Bank, 
Plastic Ziploc Bags, Hammock.

•	Basic First Aid Kit: Personal 
Medications, Roll Bandages, 
Adhesive Tape, Antiseptic 
Wipes, Sterile Gauze Pads, 
Cotton Swabs, Tweezers, 
Safety Pins,  Scissors, Bee Sting 
Kit, Sinus Medications, Tissues, 
Bug Repellant, Sunscreen, 
Sterile Compresses, Anti-Itch 
Cream, Thermometer, First Aid 
Manual, Nail Clippers

FOR PERSONAL USE PLEASE CARRY:

10
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ETHNO UGANDA
6 – 14 AUG / LUNKULU ISLAND / 18 – 30 YEARS /  30 PARTICIPANTS
(15 LOCAL, 15 INTERNATIONAL)

EUR 100 for Ugandan participants
EUR 200 for international participants

https://www.mubazar.com/en/opportunity/ethno-uganda-21-28-aug-2022

uganda@ethno.world

PARTICIPATION FEE

CONTACT

APPLY

The fourth edition of Ethno Uganda is scheduled for 6th – 14th Aug 2023. It will take place during 
the week of the Bayimba International Festival Of The Arts that is held at Lunkulu Island, the 
home of Bayimba – located off the shores of Lake Victoria in Mukono and Buikwe districts. 
Ethno participants should look forward to an energetic learning, sharing and collaborating 
experience with musicians from around the continent. In addition to the exchange, participants 
will have an unforgettable Bayimba Festival experience offering music, dance, poetry, comedy, 
film, fashion, exhibitions, games, forest walks and camping. The exchange is open to folk, 
traditional and world music artistes at advanced skill level between 18 – 30 years old.
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The Bayimba International Festival of the Arts is a five-
day Festival that is held at Bayimba Foundation’s new 
home known as Lunkulu Island which is located off the 
shores of Lake Victoria in Mukono and Buikwe district. 
Like every August, the Festival hosts its ever growing 
audience offering them an unforgettable experience 
in Music, Dance, Poetry, Comedy, Film, Fashion, 
exhibitions, games and camping in nature.
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ELLY WAMALA STAGE
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Africalia is an initiative of the Belgian Development Cooperation that 
aims to promote art, culture, and creativity as fundamental 
components of sustainable human development.
Since 2001, Africalia has collaborated with artists and cultural 
organizations active in various contemporary art disciplines. Its 
mission is to support, collaborate, structure, and network these 
creators to place culture and creativity at the heart of Africa’s 
economic innovation and social transformation. Through a global 
citizenship education program, Africalia also engages the Belgian 
cultural sector actors to raise awareness among its audiences about 
African creativity.
Additionally, Africalia is a co-publisher of books, films, and exhibitions 
highlighting contemporary cultural expressions from Africa.

Africalia in a few words...

asbl Africalia vzw – Rue du Congrès 13 
Congresstraat – 1000 Brussels – T +32 2 412 58 80 
africalia@africalia.be – www.africalia.be – 
Facebook@Africalia – Instagram@Africalia.belgium
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Percussion Discussion Afrika 
Elly Wamala Stage
Wednesday, 9th Aug.
18:00hrs

Leo Mkhaiya / Tanzania
Elly Wamala Stage
Wednesday, 9th Aug.
21:00 hrs16



Kenneth Mugabi
Elly Wamala Stage
Wednesday, 9th Aug.
22:00hrs

Ras B Ssali
Elly Wamala Stage

Wednesday, 9th Aug.
20:00hrs
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Chosen Becky
Elly Wamala Stage
Wednesday, 9th August
00:00hrs

Karole Kasita
Elly Wamala Stage

Thursday, 10th August
02:00hrs
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DHOAD / Rajasthan India
Elly Wamala Stage
Thursday, 10 August
18:00hrs

Award Winning Founding musician and Artistic Director - Rahis 
Bharti - has spent over 23 years spreading the musical culture 
of Rajasthan to a World wide audience.  With an impressive 
tour history of over 115 countries including Venues, Festivals and 
performances to the likes of Presidents, Queens and Nobility... 
It is no wonder the Dhoad Gypsies are known as The Cultural 
Ambassadors of Rajasthan. Witness seven generations of 
ancient to modern music passed down through the ages in 
this fascinating country.
DHOAD GYPSIES OF RAJASTHAN: Dhoad Gypsies is a collective of 
consummate, wise and spirited musicians, vocalists and dancers 
of all generations. The mesmerizing, spectacular, fabulous show 
of poets troubadours, musicians, dancers and fakir (fire eater) 
from the country of Maharajas. With 7 musicians, one dancer 
and one Fakir/Fire-eater. The Dhoad Gypsies are dedicated to 
gathering the leading figures of the Rajasthan musician castes.

 www.dhoad.com
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Makadem Ohanglaman / Kenya
Elly Wamala Stage
Thursday, 10 August
21:00 hrs
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Feffe Bussi 
Elly Wamala Stage
Thursday, 10 August
22:00hrs

Fik Fameika
Elly Wamala Stage

Thursday, 10 August
20:00hrs
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We Are Developing The Bayimba Centre For Visual And 
Performing Arts as a new and unique cutting-edge 
ecologically sensitive creative space to accommodate 
Bayimba’s growing annual festivals and events, arts 
education for all and advocacy activities that will contribute 
to the long-term sustainability of Uganda’s creative sector. 
The Centre will serve both artists, peer organizations and 
local communities by combining all mediums of art for 
visitors to get a comprehensive artistic experience.

The Bayimba
Centre for Visual and 
Performing Arts 
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The Bayimba Centre is 
bound to turn into an 
important physical hub for 
the arts and for the local 
community, advancing 
creative development, 
catalysing further vibrancy 
and improving the cultural 
business environment in 
Uganda by facilitating cutting-
edge arts practice, promoting 
cultural diversity, freedom of 
expression and decentralizing 
the arts.
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Bayimba aims to fulfill this need by developing Lunkulu – a 
leafy semi-attached island in the midst of a lush environment 
at the shores of Lake Victoria in Mukono and Buikwe districts, 
well away but easily reached from the capital and other urban 
centers. It is here – within the exceptional setting that a new 
and unique ecologically sensitive cultural ecosystem will come 
to life, a home for inspiration and collaboration that is part and 
parcel of rural life.
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SUPPORT US
Help us to achieve 
our goals, become 
a BAYIMBA 
member or make 
a donation for 
the development 
of the Bayimba 
Centre.

25
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Gravity Omutuuju
Elly Wamala Stage
Friday, 11 August
18:00hrs

Jemimah Sanyu and Unit 446
Elly Wamala Stage
Friday, 11 August
20:00 hrs
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Ambasa Mandela
/ Kenya/Tanzania
Elly Wamala Stage
Fiday, 11 August
22:00hrs

Levixone
Elly Wamala Stage

Friday, 11 August
00:00hrs
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Jose Chameleon
Elly Wamala Stage
Friday, 11 August
02:00hrs

Navio
Elly Wamala Stage
Saturday, 12 August
19:00 hrs
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Coco Finger
Elly Wamala Stage

Saturday, 12 August
02:00hrs

Lillian Mbabazi
Elly Wamala Stage
Saturday, 12 August
21:00hrs
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Gravitti Band / Kenya
Elly Wamala Stage
Saturday, 12 August
23:00hrs

Lord Fred Ssebatta
Elly Wamala Stage
Saturday, 12 August
17:00 hrs

33



Ziza Bafana
Elly Wamala Stage
Sunday, 13 August
20:00hrs

Kuiyu / Kenya
Elly Wamala Stage
Sunday, 13 August

18:00hrs
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Ragga Dee
Elly Wamala Stage
Sunday, 13 August
22:00hrs

David Lutaalo
Elly Wamala Stage
Sunday, 13 August
00:00 hrs
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Connecting
Cultural
Heritage
Peer & Collaborative Learning
Programme for Cultural Heritage
Protection

Connecting Cultural Heritage is an
international peer and collaborative
learning programme for people involved in
protecting cultural heritage in the Middle
East and North Africa, East Africa, and
South Asia. Through a series of online
sessions over 11 months, the programme
brings together 30 individuals to learn from
and support each other, focusing on what
works (and what doesn’t) in Cultural
Heritage Protection. 

Connecting Cultural Heritage is being
delivered by The Audience Agency,
Bayimba, Asia-Europe Foundation and
Culture Resource and it was commissioned
by the Cultural Protection Fund, led by the
British Council as part of the 'What Works'
programme to help develop the confidence,
knowledge, and networks of practitioners. 
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Zex Bilangirangi
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Wednesday, 9 August
02:00hrs

Mudra
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Wednesday, 9 August
03:00hrs
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Dj Wanzaah
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Wednesday, 9 August
07:00hrs

DJ Hash
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Wednesday, 9 August
05:00hrs
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Martha Mukisa
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Thursday, 10 August
00:00hrs

John Blaq
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Thursday 10 August
03:00hrs
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DJ Shiru
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Thursday, 10 August
04:00hrs

Daxx Kartel
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Friday, 11 August
02:00hrs
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Dax Vibes
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Friday, 11 August
00:00hrs

Eyo Mackus -   
Almost Famous DJs

Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Friday, 11 August

04:00hrs
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House of Reggae
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Friday, 11 August
06:00hrs

Omutume Planet
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Saturday, 12 August
00:00hrs
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Zulanda
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Saturday, 12 August
02:00hrs

Pia Pounds
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Saturday, 12 August
01:00hrs
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Helen Lukoma
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Sunday, 13 August
02:00hrs

Christo Panda
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Sunday, 13 August
03:00hrs
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DJ Devine
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage
Sunday, 13 August
06:00hrs

Aron Dj MixKiller
Moze Radio/Vibes Stage

Saturday, 11 August
05:00hrs
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Amooti Omubalanguzi
Hon. Kato Lubwama / 
Drama Stage
Wednesday, 9 August
04:00hrs

Willy Mukabya
Hon. Kato Lubwama / 

Drama Stage
Thursday, 10 August

16:00hrs
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Sakata Band
Hon. Kato Lubwama /
Drama Stage
Thursday, 10 August
19:00 hrs

Maulana and Reign
Hon. Kato Lubwama /
Drama Stage
Thursday, 10 August
23:00hrs
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Byg Ben Sukuya
Hon. Kato Lubwama / 
Drama Stage
Friday, 11 August
19:00hrs

St NellySade
Hon. Kato Lubwama /

Drama Stage
Friday, 11 August

16:00 hrs
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Tushi Polo Nabakyala
Hon. Kato Lubwama / 
Drama Stage
Friday, 11 August
14:00hrs

Kaleera
Hon. Kato Lubwama /

Drama Stage
Friday, 11 August

23:00 hrs

54



Hassan Nduga
Hon. Kato Lubwama /
Drama Stage
Saturday, 12 August
16:00 hr

Florence Namirimu 
Hon. Kato Lubwama /

Drama Stage
Thursday, 10 August

11:00 hrs
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FEBRUARY LUNKULU REGGAE FEST

MARCH COMEDY WEEKEND

MARCH COMMUNITY THEATRE

MAY DOADOA

JUNE HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC FESTIVAL

AUGUST CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

SEPTEMBER BAYIMBA FESTIVAL

NOVEMBER AMAKULA FILM FESTIVAL

DECEMBER FAMILY GALA

BAYIMBA
2024 SEASON
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OUR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

CENTRE FOR CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT
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www.bayimba.org


